
WNY R-AHEC, 20 Duncan St, Warsaw, NY 14569
585-786-6275 ebrauen@r-ahec.org

https://www.r-ahec.org/
This organization is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

Health Career Observer
The Official Newsletter of the WNY R-AHEC

Follow us on: 

What Does a Physician Assistant Do? 

Physician Assistant
November 2022

How Do I Become a Physician Assistant? 

Projected Job 
Market Growth: 
28% by 2031 

Physician Assistants (PA's) work on a team with physicians or surgeons and other 
healthcare workers. They review medical histories, examine, diagnose, and treat 
patients with supervision from a physician. Physician assistants may work in 
primary care, family medicine, emergency medicine, and psychiatry. The work of a 
PA depends on their specialty or type of medical practice where they work. In 
some areas like medically underserved communities PA'S may be the primary care 
provider at clinics where a physician is present only 1 or 2 days a week. These 
PA's collaborate with the physician as needed. 

Average Annual Pay: $121,530

Examine patients
Order and/or interpret diagnostic tests, x- 
rays blood tests, ect. 
Diagnose injury & illness 
Provide treatment-set broken bones, 
stitch wounds, provide immunizations

 

Obtain a master’s degree from an accredited educational program. 
Applicants to these programs typically have a bachelor's degree and 
experience caring directly for patients. Physician assistant education 
programs usually take at least two years of postbaccalaureate study. A list of 
accredited physician assistant programs is available from the Accreditation 
Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant, Inc. (ARC- 
PA).  All states require physician assistants to be licensed.

Educate and counsel patients and 
family
Prescribe medication 
Assess and record a patient’s 
progress 
Research treatment options

"It is so worth it. I love my job and career."

https://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/physicians-and-surgeons.htm
http://www.arc-pa.org/
http://www.arc-pa.org/


Health Career Observer
The Official Newsletter of the WNY R-AHEC

November 2022

A Professional Account 
 

What is the most rewarding part of your job?

What is the most challenging? 

What do you wish you knew back in school that 
you know now? 

 
Click on the image to learn more about 

Physician Assistants from the US Bureau of 
Labor CareerOneStop

Click on the image for a first-hand 
accounts from a Physician Assistant 
from Loma Linda University Health

https://www.youtube.com 
/watch?v=V42RgIXx4rA

https://www.youtube.com/w 
atch?v=PyLvqjTeMXM&t=6s

Scan Me

Scan Me

Anything else you want to share? 

For more information visit the US Bureau of Labor Statistics
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/physician-assistants.htm

or the American Academy of PA's
https://www.aapa.org

Allie Zeznick, a Physician Assistant at Gastroenterology and 
Hepatology at URMC shares her personal insight on the field 
of PA. 

"Being able to develop and build a relationship with patients 
from all different backgrounds. It is rewarding to see patients 
"get better." "

"Telling a patient that their illness is not able to be cured or 
delivering a bad diagnosis such as cancer." 

"That grades on tests and assignments don't matter as much 
as practical experience on clinical rotations when looking for a 
job."

"It is so worth it. PA school is the hardest thing I have ever done 
and there were many times that I wanted to give up but I love 
my job and career so far as a Certified Physician Assistant."

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PyLvqjTeMXM&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V42RgIXx4rA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V42RgIXx4rA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PyLvqjTeMXM&t=6s

